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245.05 CATEGORIES AND INVESTIGATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR USE OF 
FORCE. A reportable use of force incident is classified as either a Categorical Use of Force 
(CUOF) or a Non-Categorical Use of Force (NCUOF). Categorical uses of force are outlined in 
Department Manual Section 3/794.10, Categorical Use of Force Investigations. Force 
Investigation Division (FID) is responsible for the investigation of all CUOF incidents. All other 
reportable uses of force are classified as NCUOF incidents; including the use of a Department 
K-9 resulting in a bite or contact during a search/tactical deployment that does not result in 
serious bodily injury, hospitalization or death; any unintentional (inadvertent or accidental) head 
strike(s) with an impact weapon or device which does not result in serious bodily injury, 
hospitalization or death and is approved to be handled as a NCUOF by the Commanding Officer, 
FID. Advice regarding the reportability or categorization of a use of force should be requested 
from FID or Critical Incident Review Division (CIRD) directly or via the Department Operations 
Center. 


Non-Categorical Use of Force Incident — Defined. A NCUOF is defined as an incident in 
which any on-duty or off-duty Department employee whose occupation as a Department 
employee is a factor, uses physical force, a Department K-9 resulting in a bite or contact during 
a search/tactical deployment, or a control device to: 


e Compel a person to comply with the employee’s direction; 
e Defend themselves; 

e Defend others; 

e Effect an arrest or detention; 

e Prevent escape; or, 

e Overcome resistance. 


Note: A K-9 contact is when a Department K-9 makes forcible contact with a person other than 
a bite that results in complained of or visible injury. 


A K-9 bite or contact is not a reportable use of force if the K-9 bite or contact is inadvertent or 
accidental and does not occur during an active search/tactical deployment. In all such 
instances, an incident investigation shall be conducted by the K-9 supervisor to determine and 
document the cause and appropriate action. The investigation cause and appropriate action 
shall be documented on an Intradepartmental Correspondence, Form 15.02.00, by the involved 
division and forwarded through the employee’s chain of command for review and filing. 


A K-9 bite or contact is a reportable use of force if the K-9 bite or contact occurs during a 
search/tactical deployment even if it is inadvertent or accidental. An involved K-9 handler shall 
receive a finding for the use of force when the handler directs the K-9 to use force in a directed 
deployment, or when the handler, upon becoming aware of the contact or bite, does not 
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immediately recall the K-9 following the K-9’s initiation of a contact or bite and upon the 
handler becoming aware of the contact or bite. 


Note: It is the policy of the Department that personnel may use only that force which is 
objectively reasonable. 


The Remainder of this Section Remains Unchanged 


